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utterer? You speak of the sinking1 and forget-fulness of self. Is not society the chosen scene of vulgar display,, of aristocratic exclusivcness, of intellectual ostentation 3 of devouring social ambition ? It may be so; the humourists, whom one of themselves called our " weekday preachers/' tell us that it is so. But I maintain that it need not be so; that it ought not to be so, that it must not be so if our England is to flourish. There is no surer symptom of decay than a hollow and vicious, or a luxurious and restless society.
"What then should we do, each according" to his strength and opportunity, to make our society truer and purer and better? I indicate but a few brief answers, and then I leave the subjeeMo your thoughts.
There is one service which we might render even to what I may call its material aspeef. Surely we should strive for some greater simplicity. See how there has grown up already, see how every season there grows up moiv and more, an increase of luxury vulgar or reliiied, an ostentation, whether of wealth or ;r*sfhrfiY elegance, an inclination to make mi elaborate business of society, either for ambition ami vanity or (shame that we must say it!) for brilliant onta-blishments and wealthy marriages. Need I way how this is destroying society, even as society ?